Social, Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties
What should I do if my child has social, emotional or behavioural difficulties?
Children’s well-being is extremely important to us at Loatlands and we spend a lot of time
trying to ensure that they feel happy, relaxed and safe at school.
If you are concerned about your child’s happiness, well-being or behaviour, either at school
or at home, the first person to talk to is probably the class teacher, but any member of staff
in school can be spoken to. Explain what you are worried about and anything you think
might be affecting their well-being.
The class teacher may ask one of the following people to attend the meeting or to talk to
you. These are also people that you may wish to contact yourself to talk about your child.
•

•
•
•

Sally Roper – our Assistant Headteacher, SENDCo and Behaviour mentor, who
provides behaviour support and mentoring for children struggling with behaviour or
with other aspects of their well-being at school.
Sue York – our SEN manager, who works individually and in small groups with
children who have social, emotional and behavioural difficulties.
Hayley Harvey –Pastoral and Attendance manager
Ashley Izzard-Snape- Headteacher, Josie Heald- Deputy Headteacher.

If the school has concerns about your child’s happiness, well-being or behaviour, they will
discuss this with you, either at parents’ evening or by asking you for a meeting.
The types of difficulties that parents or teachers might be concerned about may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Children finding it difficult to make or maintain friendships
Children who appear disengaged or withdrawn in school
Children who appear to have emotional difficulties, such as crying easily or losing
their temper
Children who find it hard to settle in class and are constantly talking, shouting out or
fidgeting
Children who are overly dependent on some adults or peers
Children who find it difficult to adhere to the school’s behavioural expectations
Children who are hungry or tired and lethargic

In school we take the view that a child’s behaviour is always trying to communicate
something to us and that we need to explore and understand what it is they are trying to
communicate.

Some children can have extreme difficulty concentrating and curbing their impulses. They
may struggle to sit still and find it very difficult not to shout out answers in teaching
sessions. They may always be on the go, moving about or fidgeting and find it impossible

to be still, even to watch television. In these cases we might suspect ADHD (Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder). This is a medical disorder that needs to be diagnosed by a
medical practioner. Parents, teachers and SENCO would discuss this and a referral to the
Community Paediatrician (children's doctor) might be suggested. The school cannot make
this referral, so you would need to take your child to the GP. The school can write a
supporting letter to describe the child's behaviour in school.

