
Reception year overview 2017-2018 
CTopic PSED C&L PD Literacy Maths UtW EAD 

Welcome to our 
Family/People who 
help us 

Getting to know each 
other. 
Learning new 
routines. 
Jigsaw programme 
followed throughout 
the year. 

Learning to talk in 
front of others 
Learning new 
vocabulary from 
stories 

Moving our muscles. 
Building strength for 
writing. 
Following the Write 
Dance programme. 

Learning about 
stories and enjoying 
books 
Writing in our 
journals 
Starting Phonics RWI 
programme 
throughout the year. 

1:1 Counting and 
numbersense 
  

Talking about our 
families. 
Learning about Vets, 
Police and services 
Visit from a Vet. 
ICT – Remote 
controlled cats 

Role playing with our 
friends from stories. 
Singing songs 
Painting and junk 
modelling. 

Celebrations Solving disputes. 
Understanding how 
our friends are 
feeling. 

Talking in groups. 
Starting Philosophy 
for Children. 
Following 
instructions. 
Building vocabulary 

Continuing Write 
Dance. 
Cambridge PE 
Scheme – dance. 
Using hand tools. 

Reading simple 
words. 
Enjoying stories. 
Continuing Phonics 

Counting and 
number recognition. 
2d and 3d shape. 

Learning about 
Diwali, Bonfire Night, 
Autumn, Birthdays, 
Christmas. 
ICT – I pad apps 

Going to the Theatre. 
Performing in our 
Nativity Play and 
learning seasonal 
songs. 

Pets Learning how to care 
for others (including 
pets) 
Negotiating. 
Following the rules. 

Asking questions. 
Listening to others 
and responding to 
their ideas. 

Increasing our self -
help skills. 
Ball skills 
Using correct pencil 
grip and forming our 
letters correctly. 

Using our phonic 
knowledge in our 
writing. 
Writing a sentence or 
more. 
Using stories to 
write. 

Looking at size, 
weight and capacity 
as a measure. 

Learning about dogs, 
cats, guinea pigs and 
some unusual pets. 
Talking about 
animals in our family. 
ICT – Purple mash 
games 

Painting and junk 
modelling to express 
our feelings and 
interests. 
Using different media 
to create pictures. 

Once Upon a Time Thinking about 
morals and what is 
right and wrong. 
Working as a team. 

Retelling a story. 
Answering questions 
in a story. 
Predicting what may 
happen next. 

Gymnastics and 
agility. 
Enjoying physical 
exercise and how it 
keeps us healthy. 
 

Writing a story. 
Talking about 
characters. 
Using full stops. 
Talk for writing based 
on Pie Corbett’s 
theories. 

Adding and 
subtracting numbers. 
 
 

Learning about 
forests and different 
environments. 
Looking at 
Desborough and our 
local area. 

Using tales and 
stories as a basis for 
role play. 
Painting and junk 
modelling with our 
own designs. 

Living and Growing Working 
collaboratively 
 

Talking in more 
complex sentences. 
 

Healthy eating and 
how to look after our 
bodies. 
Forming correct 
letters. 

Writing instructions. 
Enjoying fact books, 
and how to get 
information. 
Labelling animals and 
plants. 

Recognising and 
counting to 20 and 
beyond. 
 

Learning about mini 
beasts and plants 

Practising dancing 
and making up our 
own dances. 
Using different 
textures and tools to 
make art. 

We are All Different Appreciating 
differences with 
others. 
Preparing to leave 
reception and join 
new year groups. 

Understanding new 
vocabulary from our 
stories and using it in 
our talking. 

Sports Day games. 
Team games outside. 
Using equipment. 

Practising different 
genres of writing i.e 
postcards. 
Annotating a picture. 
Talk for writing 

Doubling, Halving 
and Sharing. 
Position and 
distance. 

Looking at our bodies 
and how they work. 
Begin to understand 
disability. 
Find out about Year 
1. 

Learning to adapt our 
designs to make 
them even better. 
Peer mentor and 
critique each other’s 
work. 
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